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There is something in that region of high altitudes, @i&gli, grey sagebrush,

grey rocks, spring freshets and glorious sunsets that has always preclude
possibility of taking up the pen to write of dukes, duchesses, hdddloens and

English uplands, or of scenes of New England, or anywhere else uadantl
shining save of that weird, fascinating, ugly land in which they dwelled

Ella Sterling Cumming;he Story of the File$893
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SOME EARLY NEWSPAPERSOF WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA

Introduction

Washoe County is not the cradle EENSZ2;
Nevada journalism; it has been a provirf
ground. N

pioneer newspapers is a microcosm of ',;
evolution of frontier journals from founding,
ambition through the thinning process ¢
survival of the fittest to the omnipresence {2/
modern multimedia giants. /

From Nevada terorial days in 1862 to
the present, WashoeoGnty has withessed th
birth of some two hundred newspapers, m
of which have been closely tied to mining arf: 3
other economic interests. Ethnic publicatiorp= A o SON Gy, B P
special interest journals and politicallyZeF== =S NEEE ool = | '
inspired @gans complete a roster of colorf 4L A alle 2 T s WS,
and vibrant sagebrush journals. : ' ' E

Newspapers were amg@ the first ¢

institutions estalished on the frontier a A N I 2/
editors and publishers extolled the promif=22 1}# F . 3 A “\@
and riches of their host communities. Leglor‘Vc\\/ashoe City was the most prominent communityWashoe Count

of men and women of literary talent alon
with embryo writers and firstlass printers
and their hand presses migratbrbugh theboomandbustandboomcycle ofthefrontiertowns

Early Nevada newspaper observer Alfred Doten noted iNéwada Magazinef September 1899:

"The sagebrush was full of newspapést with the disastrous decline of the great mining excitement and
prosperity, and the consequent decrease of population in their respective localities, one by one they had to
die. Some were resurrected under other names, other owners or in other places, but many of them still
sleep beneath the sagebrush, with only memoridgbeir lreadboards to mark their graves.

Of these journals, one has published continuously for one hundred forty years, albeit in an
amalgamated state, while its eti@e evening competitor and later corporate partner succumbed to
amalgamation 107 yeardtexr its debut. The evolution of theeno Gazettdournal into the dominant
print media of today's market is traced and the prospects for its future and that of its contemporaries are
examined in the contexts of national trends and the insights of indeestisrs.

in 1864 as seen on Colton's map of the western U.S. from that

The ambiance of an earlv printina facilitv is captured in a rouah 1891 sk



Washoe Times October 18, 1862, December 5, 1863
First on the scene in the hectic mining days of the early 1860s
was theWashoe Times he history of thi:ewspaper is practically the
history of the five newspapers that were publishetiveen 1862 and
1868in the commercenindedcommunity that grew up on the shores
of the diminutive Washoe Lak&ach of Washoe City's newsap
evolved out of previous attemps to establish a viable press in
uncertain times
Founded Oct. 18, 1862, theWashoe Timesdeveloped a
reputation ofbeing hard on its editors. One was murdered and his
= : : successor died nine months later.
The T|meschenged names onceyaar for three years asparade [=
of personalitiesnanned the editorial desk and publisher's office E?'ﬁ W‘ i“’b TIMES.

Publisher G.W. Dericksomand editor James Aén brought the G. W. DERICKSON,
four-page (24column)sheet to the public for five dollars a year eaqrlcrrisutr hxp rrorrizrox-
Saturday. Its pages were lively with news of the leugtherated by the LII:.F;&;&“ )
milling, logging and agrariabased economy of its paresdmmunity. ke e

Dericksors murderon Jan. 23, 1863recipitatedhectic changs | R S
in management aBenjaminF. Derickson, G.W.'s brother, amdlen ‘ Retin of Advertsing

struggled to bring the journal to subscribergil Oct. 31 1863 when ,i""b.".'.f.'.';ﬁ:.'ﬁil':‘:; 5
"

A” en d|ed rilhdltuunt will bo made on regular ad- |
Judge Chdes C. Goodwin, latea noted Comstock journalist - o .
0 0 0 . . oo oqln eet, next dogr to Winham's
took over editorial duties for a month andadf, until the enterprisavas Btore. ot
sold b K.J. Lovejoy, who suspendgaliblication on Dec. 5, 18630 === =
begin publication of th©ld Pah Utaha week late Masthead of the Jan. 24, 1863 iss
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Old Pah Utalt December 12, 1868 April 9, 1864

City. . .

Lovejoy announced in thissue of Dec. 26, 1863The Old Pah

Utah, published at Washoe City, Nevada Territory, will be an
independent weekly newspaper devoted to the interests of Washoe
lend its hearty support to the
Government of the United States in its efforts to put down the
rebellion and resstablish the old Union as it was and should be.

"The publisher would also call the attention of the citizens of
Washoe County, and the pigb generally, to the fact that he is
prepared t@xecuteall kinds of job printing."

reputatiofor spicy editorials.

— — According to one observer, somehi$ editorials would have kefte
newspaper out of the homes“oéspectable" familiesMany of those editorials opposed adoption of the
first proposed Nevada state constitution on the grounds that provided for the taxation of mines, whether or
not they were producingeethe "Address to the Citizens of Nevada Tergitcclip below.

Another editorial railing against passage of the proposed Nevada constitution apnepage two
of the saméssue. Lovejoy continued his aitiéix crusade, "If you vote a tax upon the mines, by the same
act you will influence the Gener@overnment, which has thus far regarded the 'miners' hopes' as sacred

The Old Pah Utah wilhlso

The Old Pah Utahearned a

for taxation, to levy a heavy and onerous tax upon them."

TheOld Pah Utahremained Republican in politics as Haeknthe Timesbefore it and within four
months, orApril 9, 1864, Lovejoysold his interesto E.B. Wilson and William Gregory, wheuspended
publication and used the equipment to bggiblishing Washoe City's third newspap@tashoe Weekly

Star, on April 16, 1864.
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Washoe Weekly Star April 16, 1864¢ Januay 21, 1865

This venture into earlyWashoe journalism enjoyed some
success a#ts owner practiedlaw on the side.

A front page storyin the Aug. 27, 1864 issukeaded "Too
Many Women"was reprinted frona Boston Advertisestory about
the results of the 1860 census in which it was noted that in
Massachusetts there were 100,000 more females than males.

Weekly Stareditor E.B. Wilson commented, "This remarkable
surplus is regarded as unfavorable to the moral of the commasity

well as unfortunate for those sections of the country where the men are in such a majority as to suffer for
the lack of wives, cooks and seamstresses."

An editorial appeared omage twoof the samessuein which Wilsonurged passage of the second
proposed Nevada constitutiori: . . the Constitution presented for our suffrages provides for an
economical administration of government and is so framed and guarded in its provisions that
extravagances on the part of officials is out of the question. dorifidently believed that the State
government will cost the people no more than the present inefficient Territorial one does."

] T WASHOE CITY, WASHOE couﬁl N. T., SATPRDH': AvGUsT 27, 1864/ ; _L_ ;"“’- »o.
Mk BoYS TOGETHER.|  Has Meny “Women: | Souace ar mus Cuftxsii—AU & G| Srascacits AR = Dak Daur—Thers
= ﬁnex mn.f STAR | | MASONIC SALOON, W% Wik The Eeon Adverer b o sagabr | b thy dre of ik oy sisusts | seret an b b0 g | s

" ¥ Wasson &
nﬂ,ﬂlln!mv auroaBaE, 3f . ‘“‘“’"“‘"‘ “'ﬁ ety e stntlatlenl article, showiog that Masachu- | svvestion te the sourse of the Columbin, | besied pramsiscsounly frog wslety st largs

weitn g ordisaril br..c more thaw ler | the Fellewiog sketeb by Fatber Dy Smet, | wlthost baving some whe' ere sllerly
shure of women, s (hat now, through | descriling Bl visit 1o Uhat localiny o far -o:n-lm beiag foind smonp them—s
the withdrawal of mra luto the argy, | beck as 1543, will be latgrestiog to the
thern mist La s thst S wen bundred | general reader : Thers ara Lwo. olumes of
theusand mers bromen e, This| The lourih of September, fowards noon, % disgrace our army—straggiers
| 10" They uf-u peeuliar

*‘ M;] SO0 K
nu-uu iy 1ty pha pukils i be
| W e ,..,.."f" S ot
as Wby, heve ha wid be pieased
L e -m.mn
Rrp b e abandaaily faprlied wi the Somt oy
: lle o tes
Chniopst Liquars, Wina; .20 igars, |- ¥ e iy e st cts e o] P el i) e
"‘:l“"‘ wrdserd ":“: '““" I £ cmaualiy, | bia. T contemplatedggith adiairation thosa | to the envalry servies, bt they are fisd
preciasip e .h“"""-'.r Tamaies. | W were youths luﬁuhr._ . "" wt unfuriunsts for thiere seciivos of | ragged asd glgastls erbenirins where the | in sl brandaes of llm{ army. Yogg sog=
a-lauuumuu L whedemls ol reiad, Y ehatan Jew: B A the coustry whers 'the men'wre Igeach o | st river essapes—mojeais Lat Smpotu- | glof geeerallyinincgs to bave s plapes=

il +1l by op biod te sbliad Tear boark wad Jos & foaslir,

b P e o Trsibamins wha dasbed with bare. unnjorlLy wato suller fur the ek of wives, | ous eves st it woures; snd is its wagrast | ool Lorse, and Legailu the provows graed
*‘!W S I Tais Baloen will e eon docted Ta puih & BATDET To Fed tama wrallh wish manhaad e priowy | pooke ) siresses. The Advertleer | cour wodoaliedly the most danger- | with ICIDI']‘ auk bis captain auld_luid
] sad J-bwl at baoms whed Tidh 18 omce wil 3 BT Ispime T4 ot tobeaugha allopn, P . 2 wsr river 08 4l western side of the Amer- | from the raske, 21 Ly eduld sot keth wp |
nq-lrwtvl-ud-lh & il at sibver. ","_m_(m.,,““m we bava Jut reasived: ‘-w-::;:.':: _:'m"" i “To Iy of the first sfd etlef | bas hemlipters, Two waall lakes, from | wlih the regloests Vel thls wme fllow
M) £ TLT -nl_-Hh_m y ::u mu.n:‘ ] oaitee of thess JiBculiles Lo to ‘repet tha | bw0 toskx miles to ~Feogth, formed by o | will meosge 1o ride Loe) borw twish tae 2
£ _", Qw44 B olrvn, oppeicie thy Puitetles. | "“"P BILLIARD TADLES, 4 To're bid mem togeiber s o Bgures presested | e JL u. dumber of spricgs aed smal) sizeacy, are | dimaace bis regimpet mdcchoy, by vivitng
. L T RACK: ‘ATTORNEY aT u'.l o wrbich kg vers of plesaire am amegsse thees. | | TR e v laved o pa omept there are 15 Massacheselt the reservole of s et waters every Louw and eherry fres withln a wile
'r 2 2V prusiga s uil i | mires Sl )] (e by 100,000 tnorn wurmso thna thers afy mea | 1 plieded my test on the banksof the | of tip way, The way Kbore Lllows use
izt .."""‘"L | oPfAlL SALODN | ' Buw bermd 1o age e impuies girea— | Do 1860 the exonss of the numlar of yorees | Gret fork kit Lrings 1a'ita feskle tribute, | up tiair horss san b hetn ot @ gladen.

¥ 8y iy ety =il S | T ape i atee desirays— of il ages alore that of eaen-wan 30,970 | and which wa Labild ruabiog with f=- | They Gall out of tha raclts, and sat wboet

. h . Wihich bed oar thaaghis from um BB oy e that Gime the wer and Ui eedy ] pateodily aver the fuastenlble rooks ot | ransadking & dessriegd petcs | Thisrs s wo ),
sl ws] I;D::,uunr:i x:.o::f‘lfl:g abel- Wihes you wad 1 were fayn, .| vurpluscf the emigration of mafes munt | presest Uiemmlres oo the Fight. What | o5 agsast mesk expertithes your eemaley
f e b thas thep | Tk Quath of | Bave takea from e risiy or seveaty thoss wclliois rocke!  Uow saitiad lo thinnennd | soaggdar for opening Lrank, goilleg bu-

Py L kad Do pebiic 1hal tiey Bare spemed
by BMiTH, - " pentironme shrgom jj B:’:- g:::::l 1 civta rommees | 408 mor mene-thse, ao, 1 st ba ce imlﬁ:l_ul The fastastis o every form, | robus, turslng ‘rabuablel Ubrarbes updde
s Tt dhie | servad, of thn neringestile ugesmslearlig | 149 ditragtive, 1he Judicrons, aod 1bo sub- | dows, wed ralping a shaokie medley vy
e iy Lraak | & surylaa isre of 100,000 woraen. Baswiesn | i tapecusly to | rally b in bis delight by @is hats, show

ever 4o litlle, | poss, kebthes, books, pamphiews, old bes- |
sty sod other agtlsles fezale apparal
over & bowss from eeliar (g atile os thls,
= | nake s litde Ui, aad |I ofder o pjoln
iy | i engimunt b must. .Io-;: ks barss &

sl - || B AR R et e ey o o by i Bt Lo | o 1 4 1 it |
y b el alpo- = wili ded whlpie srock o ine, and mester of-s plantation bavigg | wenes in Sassachueeiie fnal
‘PH\E’S AN & SUﬂ’é UN'« B i lhes, omd Cligars, | |14 biadreds of dark chattels working The pepalation of men of tbe same sgd
= ""'f"""""!"" r’r n- celinace, ad 4 7 agn | away ks comleth [ what, aceording to, | does w0t probally excend 243,000 at the

waslon ot v—bn-lmhwu v fbe B e Bitl of plesars as iverudesh | ot o This sntire Jlspropoetion,

i HNETE LMD QODNIELOR LT LAW, 18 | 54 by napw balldlng richdily svoftod nel s the
AR er vt W penge | 100 10 8 loagl
4 A it A - Consart Ha, -l “
-_. %.n; :?G‘-m-m" v&-bﬁ YT r;-clu;‘?“._‘(( g el :‘M pecuts, wis,

;. : | ahareia sur s B, tadent teF then w0 remumbtr 1o bave pue | thelr walls agd bulwarke—palszes with | pumber-of wiles Uhisagh/ Ve atlling disi| =
Fs . { would Le termsed, *ihe vin gres

! P"L nm g w._“o.‘nn:“ 1"1 Wk ‘;.hl:t_:;l‘%:u:: AELES, | l::L' ':h are et prok served in the statilice of sy wiber uunn |:: : ;.u:u—]n.l Lo S, enl.q.,l‘!l‘ with | aad overpowdrisg ,,_:"1 can dafely my -
i n‘"" ’hm.u ©1p. | waked euhost bs eupillod o6 e PaciBessist | | fro—hiow ‘worse than prefune |1y, may e aserjbed, to s eondideratie] i;. Y ol ':h Yoeiiken [ e bhom “--: o tﬂm ,,;“. T l:- ::l“ ey

i E = Oenilepmes ekl mad vigw ml., heen fer biabop or Jaymas to luve scied | *5teed, to (be war; Dot we should i 4 ariviog atths Lo dd out oa, ibe whrch are r i this way,
: F !-‘ e v T A e el :J.::.h,”, alsing bis Tellew [ 18kE greatly if wa phould eouriler thw war | #5* versd wikh aqedjis Unli—soots, ducks, = dead Hear® “diateclally from:

Tip war exluied, | wout lowl, cormorants, permards, ersnes |I.|nu1u|-r preper, I.I1 Is s-enlalodilon

E. MATLOCK.
LEw w| I, K TUPkisg dls ed £ 8 fte caly cause, | L A
nl‘ A ‘:“ma.ﬂ:}"" L"‘E . :l:xcé oR ’Alo:w 1 :‘n.: :ulul:ln|Lnr;'r-“:’(rﬁ'?_1leti[d:oml.];?t(m in 1980, the exees of welnen of all sger aad rebes; whiln beacath the trasqail | of all the evll qualities” [bat t‘r&ellﬂn
o} ool Wyabn (17 =TH > Ly from the veey sharter of iomori@ cpritys] *o% 4% v bave fid, 36870 Countizg | weier lay ¥hoals of mimen io eabaselich | she siraggler, © bojaly jumper,” = bors 2
the u-ji % Dullding<a T isreed. ¥ t ot s . ags of guier.and comird; the|fellow aboakl be

; 3” and keepiag Him dowa wirky e vary ooy
Tt B GT{“Q' T(M'Eu Proemisien. | weight and incubas of pillloos of praf | 13 480 80, he v of whmen wiibip
T Bateor will bereatior b eaa- | alawery Bibles and thowiands of pro-alavéry | 1hose liita wap 3,0ui—a Srplas much, |

uu-lu.l'ldanl i -'w-ullnnep nbuul )
grd e u. n u [Ty :u. samer by
b Lk

R .

A clip of the August 27, 1864 issue of Btarillustrates typical front page makeup of frontier newspapers.



WashoeWeekly Times January 28, 1866 November 18, 1865

On Jan. 21, 1865the Sta droppedout of the firmament of
Nevada journalism and a week latkee firm of De Lashmutt and Co.
revived anold flag in a slightly different versiorthe Washoe Weekly
Times Editor Charles Spencer ClarRromised in an extended
salutatoryon January 28t make this a good county paper" and noted
that Washoe washird in the $ate in pulation and the first in
productive agricultural lands and timber lands.ddatinued:

But while we say this much for the county, we would also, in part, at least, speak for the State.
The home of our choice, and the first in faith to the Union, our voice, feeble indeed but earnest as
high hopes of the future can make it, shall follow thaté&Sof Nevada in her bright career. Her
Constitution and her laws, her triune basis, legislative, executive and judicial, founded upon the
traditions of our Colonial history and in accordance with the precedents and analogies furnished
by our sister Statg shall receive such attention from the inexperience of our Judgment, as candid
criticism and an ever active and anxious desire for truth and justice can give or will allow. . . The
educational, moral and social interests, also, should occupy the eattedion of every
journalist, and be extended and enforced with the full power of the press.

Our State by her application and admission into the Union recognizes the bond of Nationality; and
we wish simply to say, as a triple matter of duty, principleé policy, that all we have and are and
hope to be, shall add its feeble ray to the glory of the Union, and its tribute of influence to the
perpetuity of the form as well as substance of our nationality.

As a political paper, we intend to add the WASHOE BKEY TIMES to the number of those
journals which have heretofore given a voice, and now give force to the Union organization of the
State and Nation. We shall aim to be just and firm in our political sentiments and relations to the
public and always restin our arguments, our success, our influence upon-ceelidered
opinions concerning public affairs rather than upon any mere partisan views or individual
preferences, we shall expect, if not the approbation of all, to receive at least the censure of none
We fully believe in the reonstruction of the Union and the restoration of the several States to
their proper place under the Constitution and laws of our common country, and that after we shall
have passed through the full and fiery ordeal of treasonrebellion, we shall rise into a newer

life and resume a more vigorous nationality; and if our progress, though now retarded, has hitherto
been unparalleled in the history of nations, our country shall yet become the unrivaled paragon in
the advancing eilization of the age.

Believing that success and prosperity will keep pace with us only as our merits may demand and
our efforts reward, and promising tha¢ whall endeavor faithfully toup in detail the general plan
above set forth, we respectfullyow ourselves into the presence of our cotemporaries, calmly
awaiting with unsuspecting confidence, that we shall receive an egeafigatful salutation in
return.

Late Augustl865 sawthe master of sagebrush rhetqricC. Lewis buy a twathirds interst in the
Weekly Timesand his entry into the field eventually led to thiest truly successful Washoe City
newspaperWhile Lewis wasin California on a business trigter that fall a sheriffs lien was levied
against theTimes but crafty Lewis had contemplated the legal action dvatl already made plans
commencepublication ofanother papeithe Eastern Slopewhich survived forthe nexttwo and a half
years.



Eastern Slope December 9, 1868 June 27, 1868

"Snareyow," as Lews contemporaries called him, was
determined tdoring a reliable newspapéo the burg and bought the
physical plant of the defunct Cars@ity Postand issued the maiden
edition of the Eastern Slopen Dec. 9, 1865. Lewis declared in his
salutatory, "Finalj believing that we can malaur paper well worth
the cost of subscription to each and every citizen of Washoe County,
we place it before you in full expectation of a larger circulation than
any paper heretofore published in Washoe has enjoyed."

Lewis coninuedin his salutatory, "We deemed it necessary to discard every name, feature and
semblance to any and all papers heretofore published in this county, secondly, almost every man has his
likes and dislikes for names, based on his approval and disappfdkiel political course of some eastern
paper; as we do not wish to bear the odium that our predecessors have achieveddanot ¢mge to
sustain their welearned reputation, we discard all the ordinary names adopted by newspapers, and lastly,
the eastrn slope of the Sierras being our peculiar field of labor, we appropriate the title as a significant
and becoming one under which to make our advent into the World.

The Eastern Slopevas a sprigtly looking sheet of six columng
and four mges (commonly referred to wgenty-four-colunns). Lewis LT

was the first area publisher to primirdnews items of the front page # \%
departing from the custom of the times to fill that space W oy ;
advertisements andlber plate. P s '

Lewis' contemporariesad plenty to say about the new ventul
The Gold Hill Newscommented"We learn that J.C. Lewis, Esq., (ou
old friend Snagyow) who has started and killed more newspap
than any man in this state, his last newspaper corpse beidépttime
Times is about to commence the publication afother paper at
Washoe Cit. . .We don't know what Lewis expects calling h
newspaper, buthe Washodsyascutusvouldn't be a bad titlé all
things considered the editor being one of the queerest men we €

met in the country."

Lewis, quick of wit ad humor, replied:

"The Vessel who professedly turns the crank editorials love
dearly; we kow it by the remarks he makes whenever he finds
opportunity to put his shovel in."

Commenting on th&lews suggested flag, Lewis remarketlVe
look upon the suggestion as purely original, it has the earmarks th
its paternity beyond a peraduere stupidity sticks out albver the
suggestion. We can only accoufdr the Vessel's bad tastey
remembering the fact that an uncontrollable desire usually seizes
a certain class, of a certain age, to bear the relation of paterni
some living thing and hence he would call us the Gyascutus aftern
own side hill institution. . .

"The poet says," continued Lewis, "and we think he must h
had the Vessel in his mingye at the time]f ignorance is bliss, 'tis
folly to be wise.'

"Snarleyow propses to complete the couplet by adding t

John C. "Snarleyow" Lewisa
perennial candidate for State
Printer, was the epitome of the
transient editorpublisher of
the sagebrush school. |
addition to his interest in the
Washoe Weekly Times and
ownership of theEasternSlope
of Washoe City and th&eno
Crescenthe editedand owned
or had a partial interests in thq
Carson Cityilver Ageand Daily
Morning Post in the early
1860s and became manager
late 1874 of Adolph Sutro'y
shortlive political organ, the
Daily Independentof Virginia
City.

following line: 'If ignorance is bliss,qu're the happiest man alive.'

The Virginia City Daily Union wasalso offeredts advice:"We don't wish to discourage anyone,
but Lewis is old and experienced enouglth@ newspaper business to know that it don't pay unless credit
is good at the bank, and brains command a premium. For further particulars we refer Lewis to Mighels of
the CarsonAppealor Forbes of the Humboldt Register

10



Lewis replied,"We take no offenst the Union'ssomments on our enterprise, but in behalf of the
creditors of the institution, we must protest. They, poor devils, were so unfortunate as not to be in at the
divide. Mr. F.A. Prentice divided th&/ashoe Timesputting onehalf in one pockeand the other half in
the other, and is now, we believe, the lucky possessor of the entire material, press, type and furniture, as
well as the dues of the offi@ in fact, everything connected therewith, save and except the liabilities of
the office, wheh he generously allows the holders to continue to 'hold.

January 1866 saw thdye County Newsf lonetake Lewisto taskfor clipping an item from that
paper, reprinting it in th&astern Slop@nd not crediting thélewsfor same. Lewis was quick to his own
defense.

“In so far as we could judge, the author was neither connected with nor in the payNykthe
County Newsand such being the case, that paper was no more entitled to credit tlanrésgonsible
for the truhfulness of the statements made by them to us, unknown prospector. We published the article
not because of any particular merit it possessed as a literary production, but because it contained some
facts concerning a section of the country in which a nurmbeur readers are at this time taking a lively
interest.”

The Newshad offered kwis, in the future, to "strike off" enougiopies of items of interest to his
readers and supply them with the flageaistern Slopdying rather than that of thdews

This, no doubt, infuriated Lewis, who replied, "the kind offer of tiige County Newswe
respectfully decline for two reasons: in the first place such an arrangement would not give our numerous
readers satisfaction and secondly, we would not like to usewpainter's stock of paper in one week."

Summer 1866 saw Lewis take on the judiciary, an act which seemed to give htrsajisfaction.

He carried antém about a California judge who would not allow persons in the court room to put their
feet upon thelesk tops "oless the feet had been wstlaked the evening previous."

Lewis quipped,'The above outragagainst the reserved rights of the great American press was
perpetratedby a little one horse judge in Alg County, California. We protieagainst such usurpation in
the name of the Declaration aidependence, the Fourth of July and Striékés Day in the morning . It
is said thateverything has its place, and it is universally conceded that the place for an American
gentleman's feds on the table, when there is no more elevated place of deposit."

Money was getting tight for Lewis by mid 1866 and he sided with Henry Mighelseo€arson
City Appealin an attack on advertising agents, who abounded in the mining region. "Wercagive of
no more of an absurd proposition than that to allow the agent to fix the price of labor for us, and
experience teaches us that in the last ten years, there has been a steady decline in advertising rates and at
the same time a heavy increas¢hia expense of publication.

Lewis again reflected his dilemma in December when the first anniversary &fattern Slope
rolled around.

"The fact that we have lived the year out is sufficient cause for self pride, but we are unable to say
that our circlation has swelled to respectable proportions (in contrast to his commentsGol¢hglill
Newsthe previous January). Our bills are all paid and no new ones have been contracted; we have our
winter's stock of paper and ink purchased and paid for, anctagy to start on the second year of our
existence."

He implored merchants to "fill up our columns with home advertisements that we may not be
compelled to publish quack advertisements at normal price in order to save the labor of composition, and
get you job work done at home and pay the necessary extra price, rather than send your money abroad to
the support of the population of San Francisco, that never cdefibudollar to your support. . .
Otherwise, you might wake up some fine morning and finarsef sued, the title of the action running
sonmewhat in this wise, 'The Eastern Slopdts Creditors.”

Lewis apparently bailed himself out of the tight money situation and by mid 1867 was head over
heels into politics.

Perkirs and Bonifieid of the Unnville Humboldt Registeattacked him for his stand on the issues
of Negro suffrage and immigration. Replying ttee attack which was inessencean attack from the
Democratic Brty, Lewis said, "Now it is possible that we might have demurred to thdipiiag of the
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court but then there is threat of force accompanying the citation and intimation tEaistken Slopand
Cess Poohave been compelled to place themselves on the record, and the question arises. 'What can we
do in oppositiond the demarsl of this Goliath?'

OnDec. 21, 1867lewis tookon the judiciary again ake criticized the triain Reno District Court
of accused murderdicseph Stanley

"We shall not permit ourselves to approve or criticizevigxglict brought by the jury." [The weict
was manslaughter.]

"We do, however, propose to speak on some of the incidents that marked the progress of the trial
and gave rise to much and very bitter criticism, more pointed than complimentary in its character."

Lewis attacked the rules by whiche jury was chosen and seated. He claimed the rules were
against "all law and common sense," and that it was not the result of ignorance but an attempt by
opposing counsel to gain leverage over the opposition.

"Here the judge should have interfered byirgythe law down and requiring attorneys on both
sides to come strictly up to its letter and spirit."

Prosecuting attorneys Webster, Boardman and Kennedg accused by Lewis of leaving "no
stone unturned that may serve to advance the ends of justice."

"The attorneys for the defense have fully sustained their reputation as first class lawyers."

When the jury returned the verdict of manslaughter, Lewis claimed the charge was full of errors. A
motion for a new trial was granted "to the astonishment of h#tleocommunity," Lewis reported.

He contended the motion was sustained upon errors committed by the judge. "Errors are either
intentional or the result of ignorance, and the conclusions are not flattering in either case."

Summing up his editorial argument, Lewis said the time had come when offenders "have ceased to
be amenable to the law." e =—r

One of Lewis' reagrschallenged Lewigpremise that errorgff . ernpdl
were committed in the trialln the issue ofJan. 4, 1863the T?E ,;A-‘.STE}HN)SI‘UPE:” ,
readersaid he was presentthe trial and saw nothing wrong.  |Published [Eyery Satnrdgy, b Washoe Cily!.

Needless to say, Lewis' rephyr Jan. 19 occupied the bettd| -~ @ [ {- > - 1/ ol
part of one and a half columns, and was grand in eloguence. || ‘Rates of Subs

“. . . he made a general overhauling of everybody 4. = || " 1 " I
everything that did rtocome up to his standard . You have §3§§£Z§§§¥.'.‘,‘i’.‘.‘.‘f.“;‘.’?.'&';’}‘niﬁTffli?:?iif12'..“
stated your case, and all clear minded men must concludefe e aimns. 1 '.'.'I""“'.liii?iii;.

Binigles iorfed.. r,‘”‘“qu
l

you are judging others _by your own standard; measuring the il CE;;;;:;;[{W;‘;E' it
your own busheland finding them wanting whergou most (fatowist efentynvi peiits per moch
signallylack; they will therefore ot be offended at the charges '* BATES| (OF) ADVETISING. || | |
folly, weakness and crime, laid at their doors." i 8quirg ‘fa'if,'i'i,-'.‘i?i’.’,'s??& fosertiod $2 (0
Attorney Webster took on Lewis, ". .the prosecution infj,Atfive “"‘I}fs""?“‘:“-’)rb b on regulty
the Stanley case has nothing to ask and much less to fear ,,':if’ i Pl Jiii‘?{,rid.‘ﬁ?éﬁ".l?u;‘ o i
you or those you are scribbling for." R s

As 1868 wore on, the town of Washoe City began S
decline,a condition brought on primarilpy the advaaing iron ?, FBICE on-tho co_,-éer«.zf; kS
horse that woulthave a stable ithe young settlement at Lakej[L[& i ] erpesite the Court Hlopue

Crossing soon to be called Reno Advertising rate card, Dec. 9865

1
emade on reguldr aly
T8 14 A

e .
‘NOTICR! Al trahsiant ml&er*t gt
feko dolumng, must b pre-pdi
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TheReno Crescent July 4, 186& Junel6, 1875

Lewis was quick to speculate and on Junel8®8,issued the
last Eastern Slopepicked up his printing press and moved to Reno,
where he commenced publication of tReno Crescenon July 4,

1868.

He wasoptimisticin his maiden issuéComing to the new and
prosperous town of Reno we deem it proper to change the name of our
paper. We yielded up the name under which we have existed for so
long a time with great reluctance, it having lived and prospered for a
greater Iength of time thamy other paper ever published in Washoe County. The mdnwh we have
chosen, we have selectedeasblematic of the growth and rapid increase of our young and flourishing
city. We have cast our lot among you in the full belief that the future of Rendeval prosperous one,
and, increasing with your growth, we hapat the Crescent may wax and know no wane.

As in previous debuts, Lewis received much comment on his new venture. Among the most
colorful statement was that of tRarsonCity Appeal

"Bro. Lewis' paper comes to us from Reno rL

nominatedThe Reno CrescenShould have stuck with
Eastern Slopewhich was more unique and less likely

be eclipsed thafrescentHowever, this moonstruck idea
of Snarleyow's but is a fancy of that poetical c@@zrley
Goodwin, who assisted by old Parkinson, is grinding qut
the editorial during Lewis' absence on sick leave. Mayf it
soon be a full moon and never wane."

Virginia City's Territorial Enterprise commented,
"The horns of the Crescent are &p'cresco, increased
and we hope said horns may never prove decrescent. long
live Reno Crescerit

The Daily Trespassof Virginia City offered, "We
like the nane better than the old one and the pro tgm
promises extensive improvements in the paper as soop as
the old man gets around. Bro. Lewis is seriously sick gnd
not able to leave Washoe. We trust he will soon be out and
able to give attention to his new paper."

Lewis did return to his paper and deved it into
one of the most influential irarly northern NevadaHis
views on theissues of the day were well definedhd
usually at oddsvith those of his contemporaries.

September 1869 saw thppeal of Carson City
again take on theCrescentby accusig it of being
inconsistent and in error of fact.

The Crescens illustrious editor replied, "Before
you can convict uof error, an error in judgmengn
offense of which we stand ready to plead guilty every day
in the week, you must first establish thetfdthat] the
conditions of your own making were true."

The Appeal closed, "We trust the editor of the
Crescents not guilty of malice."

"We love our friends and hate our enemies, ahd
when we go after a first &s bilk, it is with malice
preense and afethought," returned Lewis.
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