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There is something in that region of high altitudes, grey alkali, grey sagebrush, 

grey rocks, spring freshets and glorious sunsets that has always precluded the 

possibility of taking up the pen to write of dukes, duchesses, heather-blooms and 

English uplands, or of scenes of New England, or anywhere else under the sun's 

shining save of that weird, fascinating, ugly land in which they dwelled. 
 

Ella Sterling Cummins,  The Story of the Files, 1893 



3 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
Grateful acknowledgement is made to Heidi Englund, Library Technician, and Lee Brumbaugh, 

Curator of Photography, of the Nevada Historical Society for their assistance in acquiring a digital copy 

of the photograph of John C. Lewis and to the staff of the microforms department at the Mathewson-IGT 

Knowledge Center at the University of Nevada-Reno for their tireless assistance with microfilm printers 

that often have minds of their own. 

  



4 
 

CONTENTS 

 
Introduction 

5 

Washoe Times 

6 

Old Pah-Utah 

7 

Washoe Weekly Star 

8 

Washoe Weekly Times 

9 

The Eastern Slope 

10 

The Reno Crescent 

13 

Nevada State Journal 

19 

Reno Evening Gazette 

23 

Reno Gazette-Journal 

26 

Suggested Reading 

27 

 

 

  



5 
 

 

SOME EARLY NEWSPAPERS OF WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA  
 
 

Introduction 
Washoe County is not the cradle of 

Nevada journalism; it has been a proving 

ground.  

The collective story of the following 

pioneer newspapers is a microcosm of the 

evolution of frontier journals from founding 

ambition through the thinning process of 

survival of the fittest to the omnipresence of 

modern multi-media giants. 

From Nevada territorial days in 1862 to 

the present, Washoe County has witnessed the 

birth of some two hundred newspapers, most 

of which have been closely tied to mining and 

other economic interests. Ethnic publications, 

special interest journals and politically-

inspired organs complete a roster of colorful 

and vibrant sagebrush journals.  

Newspapers were among the first 

institutions established on the frontier as 

editors and publishers extolled the promise 

and riches of their host communities. Legions 

of men and women of literary talent along 

with embryo writers and first-class printers 

and their hand presses migrated through the boom-and-bust-and-boom cycle of the frontier towns.  

Early Nevada newspaper observer Alfred Doten noted in the Nevada Magazine of September 1899: 

"The sagebrush was full of newspapers, but with the disastrous decline of the great mining excitement and 

prosperity, and the consequent decrease of population in their respective localities, one by one they had to 

die. Some were resurrected under other names, other owners or in other places, but many of them still 

sleep beneath the sagebrush, with only memories on their headboards to mark their graves." 

Of these journals, one has published continuously for one hundred forty years, albeit in an 

amalgamated state, while its one-time evening competitor and later corporate partner succumbed to 

amalgamation 107 years after its debut. The evolution of the Reno Gazette-Journal into the dominant 

print media of today's market is traced and the prospects for its future and that of its contemporaries are 

examined in the contexts of national trends and the insights of industry leaders. 

 

  

Washoe City was the most prominent community in Washoe County   
in 1864 as seen on Colton's map of the western U.S. from that year. 

 

The ambiance of an early printing facility is captured in a rough 1891 sketch. 
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Washoe Times τ October 18, 1862 ς December 5, 1863 
First on the scene in the hectic mining days of the early 1860s 

was the Washoe Times. The history of this newspaper is practically the 

history of the five newspapers that were published between 1862 and 

1868 in the commerce-minded community that grew up on the shores 

of the diminutive Washoe Lake. Each of Washoe City's newspapers 

evolved out of previous attempts to establish a viable press in 

uncertain times. 

Founded Oct. 18, 1862, the Washoe Times developed a 

reputation of being hard on its editors. One was murdered and his 

successor died nine months later. 

The Times changed names once a year for three years as a parade 

of personalities manned the editorial desk and publisher's office. 

Publisher G.W. Derickson and editor James Allen brought the 

four-page (24-column) sheet to the public for five dollars a year each 

Saturday. Its pages were lively with news of the bustle generated by the 

milling, logging and agrarian-based economy of its parent community. 

Derickson's murder on Jan. 23, 1863, precipitated hectic changes 

in management as Benjamin F. Derickson, G.W.'s brother, and All en 

struggled to bring the journal to subscribers until Oct. 31, 1863, when 

All en died. 

Judge Charles C. Goodwin, later a noted Comstock journalist, 

took over editorial duties for a month and a half, until the enterprise was 

sold to K.J. Lovejoy, who suspended publication on Dec. 5, 1863, to 

begin publication of the Old Pah Utah  a week later. 

 
 

  

 

Washoe City's strategic location is evident on this 1862 land survey clip. 

Masthead of the Jan. 24, 1863 issue 
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Old Pah Utah τ December 12, 1863 ς April 9, 1864 
Lovejoy announced in the issue of Dec. 26, 1863, "The Old Pah-

Utah, published at Washoe City, Nevada Territory, will be an 

independent weekly newspaper devoted to the interests of Washoe 

City. . . The Old Pah Utah will also lend its hearty support to the 

Government of the United States in its efforts to put down the 

rebellion and re-establish the old Union as it was and should be. 

"The publisher would also call the attention of the citizens of 

Washoe County, and the public generally, to the fact that he is 

prepared to execute all kinds of job printing." 

The Old Pah Utah earned a reputation for spicy editorials. 

According to one observer, some of his editorials would have kept the 

newspaper out of the homes of "respectable" families. Many of those editorials opposed adoption of the 

first proposed Nevada state constitution on the grounds that provided for the taxation of mines, whether or 

not they were producing; see the "Address to the Citizens of Nevada Territory" clip below. 

Another editorial railing against passage of the proposed Nevada constitution appeared on page two 

of the same issue. Lovejoy continued his anti-tax crusade, "If you vote a tax upon the mines, by the same 

act you will influence the General Government, which has thus far regarded the 'miners' hopes' as sacred 

for taxation, to levy a heavy and onerous tax upon them." 
The Old Pah Utah remained Republican in politics as had been the Times before it, and within four 

months, on April 9, 1864, Lovejoy sold his interest to E.B. Wilson and William Gregory, who suspended 

publication and used the equipment to begin publishing Washoe City's third newspaper, Washoe Weekly 

Star, on April 16, 1864. 
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Washoe Weekly Star τ April 16, 1864 ς January 21, 1865 
This venture into early Washoe journalism enjoyed some 

success as  its owner practiced law on the side.  

A front page story in the Aug. 27, 1864 issue headed "Too 

Many Women" was reprinted from a  Boston Advertiser story about 

the results of the 1860 census in which it was noted that in 

Massachusetts there were 100,000 more females than males.  

Weekly Star editor E.B. Wilson commented, "This remarkable 

surplus is regarded as unfavorable to the moral of the community, as 

well as unfortunate for those sections of the country where the men are in such a majority as to suffer for 

the lack of wives, cooks and seamstresses." 

An editorial appeared on page two of the same issue in which Wilson urged passage of the second 

proposed Nevada constitution: ". . . the Constitution presented for our suffrages provides for an 

economical administration of government and is so framed and guarded in its provisions that 

extravagances on the part of officials is out of the question. It is confidently believed that the State 

government will cost the people no more than the present inefficient Territorial one does." 

 

  

A clip of the August 27, 1864 issue of the Star illustrates typical front page makeup of frontier newspapers. 
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Washoe Weekly Times τ January 28, 1865 ς November 18, 1865 
On Jan. 21, 1865, the Star dropped out of the firmament of 

Nevada journalism and a week later the firm of De Lashmutt and Co. 

revived an old flag in a slightly different version, the Washoe Weekly 

Times. Editor Charles Spencer Clark promised in an extended 

salutatory on January 28 "to make this a good county paper" and noted 

that Washoe was third in the state in population and the first in 

productive agricultural lands and timber lands. He continued: 
 

But while we say this much for the county, we would also, in  part, at least, speak for the State. 

The home of our choice, and the first in faith to the Union, our voice, feeble indeed but earnest as 

high hopes of the future can make it, shall follow the State of Nevada in her bright career. Her 

Constitution and her laws, her triune basis, legislative, executive and judicial, founded upon the 

traditions of our Colonial history and in accordance with the precedents and analogies furnished 

by our sister States, shall receive such attention from the inexperience of our Judgment, as candid 

criticism and an ever active and anxious desire for truth and justice can give or will allow. . . The 

educational, moral and social interests, also, should occupy the earnest attention of every 

journalist, and be extended and enforced with the full power of the press. 

 

Our State by her application and admission into the Union recognizes the bond of Nationality; and 

we wish simply to say, as a triple matter of duty, principle and policy, that all we have and are and 

hope to be, shall add its feeble ray to the glory of the Union, and its tribute of influence to the 

perpetuity of the form as well as substance of our nationality. 

 

As a political paper, we intend to add the WASHOE WEEKLY TIMES to the number of those 

journals which have heretofore given a voice, and now give force to the Union organization of the 

State and Nation. We shall aim to be just and firm in our political sentiments and relations to the 

public and always resting our arguments, our success, our influence upon well-considered 

opinions concerning public affairs rather than upon any mere partisan views or individual 

preferences,  we shall expect, if not the approbation of all, to receive at least the censure of none. 

We fully believe in the re-construction of the Union and the restoration of the several States to 

their proper place under the Constitution and laws of our common country, and that after we shall 

have passed through the full and fiery ordeal of treason and rebellion, we shall rise into a newer 

life and resume a more vigorous nationality; and if our progress, though now retarded, has hitherto 

been unparalleled in the history of nations, our country shall yet become the unrivaled paragon in 

the advancing civilization of the age.  

 

Believing that success and prosperity will keep pace with us only as our merits may demand and 

our efforts reward, and promising that we shall endeavor faithfully to put in detail the general plan 

above set forth, we respectfully bow ourselves into the presence of our cotemporaries, calmly 

awaiting with unsuspecting confidence, that we shall receive an equally respectful salutation in 

return. 

 

Late August 1865 saw the master of sagebrush rhetoric, J.C. Lewis, buy a two-thirds interest in the 

Weekly Times, and his entry into the field eventually led to the first truly successful Washoe City 

newspaper. While Lewis was in California on a business trip later that fall, a sheriff's lien was levied 

against the Times, but crafty Lewis had contemplated the legal action and had already made plans to 

commence publication of another paper, the Eastern Slope, which survived for the next two and a half 

years. 
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Eastern Slope τ December 9, 1865 ς June 27, 1868 
"Snarleyow," as Lewis' contemporaries called him, was 

determined to bring a reliable newspaper to the burg and bought the 

physical plant of the defunct Carson City Post and issued the maiden 

edition of the Eastern Slope on Dec. 9, 1865. Lewis declared in his 

salutatory, "Finally believing that we can make our paper well worth 

the cost of subscription to each and every citizen of Washoe County, 

we place it before you in full expectation of a larger circulation than 

any paper heretofore published in Washoe has enjoyed." 

Lewis continued in his salutatory, "We deemed it necessary to discard every name, feature and 

semblance to any and all papers heretofore published in this county, secondly, almost every man has his 

likes and dislikes for names, based on his approval and disapproval of the political course of some eastern 

paper; as we do not wish to bear the odium that our predecessors have achieved and could not hope to 

sustain their well earned reputation, we discard all the ordinary names adopted by newspapers, and lastly, 

the eastern slope of the Sierras being our peculiar field of labor, we appropriate the title as a significant 

and becoming one under which to make our advent into the world." 

The Eastern Slope was a sprightly looking sheet of six columns 

and four pages (commonly referred to as twenty-four-columns). Lewis 

was the first area publisher to print hard news items of the front page, 

departing from  the custom of the times to fill that space with 

advertisements and boiler plate. 

Lewis' contemporaries had plenty to say about the new venture. 

The Gold Hill News commented, "We learn that J.C. Lewis, Esq., (our 

old friend Snarleyow) who has started and killed more newspapers 

than any man in this state, his last newspaper corpse being the Washoe 

Times, is about to commence the publication of another paper at 

Washoe Cit. . . We don't know what Lewis expects calling his 

newspaper, but The Washoe Gyascutus wouldn't be a bad title ð all 

things considered ð the editor being one of the queerest men we ever 

met in the country." 
Lewis, quick of wit and humor, replied: 
"The Vessel who professedly turns the crank editorials loves us 

dearly; we know it by the remarks he makes whenever he finds an 

opportunity to put his shovel in." 

Commenting on the News' suggested flag, Lewis remarked, "We 

look upon the suggestion as purely original, it has the earmarks that fix 

its paternity beyond a peradventure; stupidity sticks out all over the 

suggestion. We can only account for the Vessel's bad taste by 

remembering the fact that an uncontrollable desire usually seizes upon 

a certain class, of a certain age, to bear the relation of paternity to 

some living thing and hence he would call us the Gyascutus after his 

own side hill institution. . . . 

"The poet says," continued Lewis, "and we think he must have 

had the Vessel in his minds eye at the time, 'If ignorance is bliss, 'tis 

folly to be wise.' 

"Snarleyow proposes to complete the couplet by adding the 

following line: 'If ignorance is bliss, you're the happiest man alive.' " 

The Virginia City Daily Union was also offered its advice: "We don't wish to discourage anyone, 

but Lewis is old and experienced enough in the newspaper business to know that it don't pay unless credit 

is good at the bank, and brains command a premium. For further particulars we refer Lewis to Mighels of 

the Carson Appeal or Forbes of the Humboldt Register." 

 
John C. "Snarleyow" Lewis, a 
perennial candidate for State 
Printer, was the epitome of the 
transient editor-publisher of 
the sagebrush school. In 
addition to his interest in the 
Washoe Weekly Times and 
ownership of the Eastern Slope 
of Washoe City and the Reno 
Crescent, he edited and owned 
or had a partial interests in the 
Carson City Silver Age and Daily 
Morning Post in the early 
1860s and became manager in 
late 1874 of Adolph Sutro's 
short-live political organ, the 
Daily Independent of Virginia 
City. 
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Lewis replied, "We take no offense to the Union's comments on our enterprise, but in behalf of the 

creditors of the institution, we must protest. They, poor devils, were so unfortunate as not to be in at the 

divide. Mr. F.A. Prentice divided the Washoe Times, putting one-half in one pocket and the other half in 

the other, and is now, we believe, the lucky possessor of the entire material, press, type and furniture, as 

well as the dues of the office ð in fact, everything connected therewith, save and except the liabilities of 

the office, which he generously allows the holders to continue to hold." 

January 1866 saw the Nye County News of Ione take Lewis to task for clipping an item from that 

paper, reprinting it in the Eastern Slope and not crediting the News for same. Lewis was quick to his own 

defense. 

"In so far as we could judge, the author was neither connected with nor in the pay of the Nye 

County News and such being the case, that paper was no more entitled to credit than it was responsible 

for the truthfulness of the statements made by them to us, unknown prospector. We published the article 

not because of any particular merit it possessed as a literary production, but because it contained some 

facts concerning a section of the country in which a number of our readers are at this time taking a lively 

interest." 

The News had offered Lewis, in the future, to "strike off" enough copies of items of interest to his 

readers and supply them with the flag of Eastern Slope flying rather than that of the News. 

 This, no doubt, infuriated Lewis, who replied, "the kind offer of the Nye County News we 

respectfully decline for two reasons: in the first place such an arrangement would not give our numerous 

readers satisfaction and secondly, we would not like to use up your winter's stock of paper in one week." 

Summer 1866 saw Lewis take on the judiciary, an act which seemed to give him great satisfaction. 

He carried an item about a California judge who would not allow persons in the court room to put their 

feet upon the desk tops "unless the feet had been well soaked the evening previous." 

Lewis quipped, "The above outrage against the reserved rights of the great American press was 

perpetrated by a little one horse judge in Alpine County, California. We protest against such usurpation in 

the name of the Declaration of Independence, the Fourth of July and St. Patrick's Day in the morning. . . It 

is said that everything has its place, and it is universally conceded that the place for an American 

gentleman's feet is on the table, when there is no more elevated place of deposit." 

Money was getting tight for Lewis by mid 1866 and he sided with Henry Mighels of the Carson 

City Appeal in an attack on advertising agents, who abounded in the mining region. "We can conceive of 

no more of an absurd proposition than that to allow the agent to fix the price of labor for us, and 

experience teaches us that in the last ten years, there has been a steady decline in advertising rates and at 

the same time a heavy increase in the expense of publication." 

Lewis again reflected his dilemma in December when the first anniversary of the Eastern Slope 

rolled around.  

"The fact that we have lived the year out is sufficient cause for self pride, but we are unable to say 

that our circulation has swelled to respectable proportions (in contrast to his comments to the Gold Hill 

News the previous January). Our bills are all paid and no new ones have been contracted; we have our 

winter's stock of paper and ink purchased and paid for, and are ready to start on the second year of our 

existence." 

He implored merchants to "fill up our columns with home advertisements that we may not be 

compelled to publish quack advertisements at normal price in order to save the labor of composition, and 

get your job work done at home and pay the necessary extra price, rather than send your money abroad to 

the support of the population of San Francisco, that never contributes a dollar to your support. . . 

Otherwise, you might wake up some fine morning and find yourself sued, the title of the action running 

somewhat in this wise, 'The Eastern Slope v. Its Creditors.' " 

Lewis apparently bailed himself out of the tight money situation and by mid 1867 was head over 

heels into politics. 

Perkins and Bonifieid of the Unionville Humboldt Register attacked him for his stand on the issues 

of Negro suffrage and immigration. Replying to the attack, which was in essence an attack from the 

Democratic Party, Lewis said, "Now it is possible that we might have demurred to the jurisdiction of the 



12 
 

court but then there is threat of force accompanying the citation and intimation that the Eastern Slope and 

Cess Pool have been compelled to place themselves on the record, and the question arises. 'What can we 

do in opposition to the demands of this Goliath?' " 

On Dec. 21, 1867, Lewis took on the judiciary again as he criticized the trial in Reno District Court 

of accused murderer Joseph Stanley. 

"We shall not permit ourselves to approve or criticize the verdict brought by the jury." [The verdict 

was manslaughter.] 

"We do, however, propose to speak on some of the incidents that marked the progress of the trial 

and gave rise to much and very bitter criticism, more pointed than complimentary in its character." 

Lewis attacked the rules by which the jury was chosen and seated. He claimed the rules were 

against "all law and common sense," and that it was not the result of ignorance but an attempt by 

opposing counsel to gain leverage over the opposition. 

"Here the judge should have interfered by laying the law down and requiring attorneys on both 

sides to come strictly up to its letter and spirit." 

Prosecuting attorneys Webster, Boardman and Kennedy were accused by Lewis of leaving "no 

stone unturned that may serve to advance the ends of justice." 

"The attorneys for the defense have fully sustained their reputation as first class lawyers." 

When the jury returned the verdict of manslaughter, Lewis claimed the charge was full of errors. A 

motion for a new trial was granted "to the astonishment of half of the community," Lewis reported. 

He contended the motion was sustained upon errors committed by the judge. "Errors are either 

intentional or the result of ignorance, and the conclusions are not flattering in either case." 

Summing up his editorial argument, Lewis said the time had come when offenders "have ceased to 

be amenable to the law." 

One of Lewis' readers challenged Lewis' premise that errors 

were committed in the trial. In the issue of Jan. 4, 1868, the 

reader said he was present at the trial and saw nothing wrong. 

Needless to say, Lewis' reply on Jan. 19 occupied the better 

part of one and a half columns, and was grand in eloquence. 

". . . he made a general overhauling of everybody and 

everything that did not come up to his standard . . . You have 

stated your case, and all clear minded men must conclude that 

you are judging others by your own standard; measuring them in 

your own bushel and finding them wanting where you most 

signally lack; they will therefore not be offended at the charges of 

folly, weakness and crime, laid at their doors." 

Attorney Webster took on Lewis, ". . . the prosecution in 

the Stanley case has nothing to ask and much less to fear from 

you or those you are scribbling for." 

As 1868 wore on, the town of Washoe City began to 

decline, a condition brought on primarily by the advancing iron 

horse that would have a stable in the young settlement at Lake's 

Crossing, soon to be called Reno. 

 
  

Advertising rate card, Dec. 9, 1865 
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The Reno Crescent τ July 4, 1868 ς June 16, 1875 
Lewis was quick to speculate and on June 27,1868, issued the 

last Eastern Slope, picked up his printing press and moved to Reno, 

where he commenced publication of the Reno Crescent on July 4, 

1868. 

He was optimistic in his maiden issue: "Coming to the new and 

prosperous town of Reno we deem it proper to change the name of our 

paper. We yielded up the name under which we have existed for so 

long a time with great reluctance, it having lived and prospered for a 

greater length of time than any other paper ever published in Washoe County. The name which we have 

chosen, we have selected as emblematic of the growth and rapid increase of our young and flourishing 

city. We have cast our lot among you in the full belief that the future of Reno will be a prosperous one, 

and, increasing with your growth, we hope that the Crescent may wax and know no wane." 

As in previous debuts, Lewis received much comment on his new venture. Among the most 

colorful statement was that of the Carson City Appeal: 

"Bro. Lewis' paper comes to us from Reno re-

nominated The Reno Crescent. Should have stuck with 

Eastern Slope, which was more unique and less likely to 

be eclipsed than Crescent. However, this moonstruck idea 

of Snarleyow's but is a fancy of that poetical cuss, Charley 

Goodwin, who assisted by old Parkinson, is grinding out 

the editorial during Lewis' absence on sick leave. May it 

soon be a full moon and never wane." 

Virginia City's Territorial Enterprise commented, 

"The horns of the Crescent are up ð 'cresco, I increase' ð 

and we hope said horns may never prove decrescent. Long 

live Reno Crescent." 

The Daily Trespass of Virginia City offered, "We 

like the name better than the old one and the pro tem 

promises extensive improvements in the paper as soon as 

the old man gets around. Bro. Lewis is seriously sick and 

not able to leave Washoe. We trust he will soon be out and 

able to give attention to his new paper." 

Lewis did return to his paper and developed it into 

one of the most influential in early northern Nevada. His 

views on the issues of the day were well defined and 

usually at odds with those of his contemporaries. 

September 1869 saw the Appeal  of Carson City 

again take on the Crescent by accusing it of being 

inconsistent and in error of fact. 

The Crescent's illustrious editor replied, "Before 

you can convict us of error, an error in judgment, an 

offense of which we stand ready to plead guilty every day 

in the week, you must first establish the fact, [that] the 

conditions of your own making were true." 

The Appeal closed, "We trust the editor of the 

Crescent is not guilty of malice." 

"We love our friends and hate our enemies, and 

when we go after a first class bilk, it is with malice 

pretense and aforethought," returned Lewis. 


